
RySG RDAP WG-Jul09                                 EN 

 

Note: The following is the output resulting from transcribing an audio file into a word/text document. Although 

the transcription is largely accurate, in some cases may be incomplete or inaccurate due to inaudible passages 

and grammatical corrections. It is posted as an aid to the original audio file, but should not be treated as an 

authoritative record. 

SUE SCHULER:  Terri, please start the recording. Thank you. Okay, Rick.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Very good. Good morning, good afternoon, good evening everyone. 

Today is July 9th and this is a regular scheduled meeting of the RDAP 

Working Group. I'm going to be chairing today for everybody. Thanks 

everybody for joining.  

We've gotten regrets from Mark Svancarek and a tentative from 

Marc Anderson, so he may or may not show up midstream. I’ll have to 

see how that goes. Other than that, we've got sort of usual suspects 

here today. Thanks everybody for joining us.  

And so, I sent out the note that had the agenda in it with its requisite 

bug in the—the mistaken, some counting there, which Sue has fixed on 

the number of registries and registrars. But of course, that was offset by 

going out significantly earlier than it has been historically. So, I think 

that makes up for it a little bit. Hopefully you saw it and weren't 

completely surprised by showing up in your email box early.  

We'll do a quick agenda bash. We will have AOB at the end, which of 

course is a favorite topic, but anybody have any agenda bashing topics 

that they want to bring up at the beginning to make sure that we get it 

on the radar? Very good. Seeing none, we'll go ahead and dive on in.  

The registry and registrar numbers are remarkably stable, as stagnant as 

the hot July air that's sitting here in the Washington DC neighborhood. 

Registries went down by two from 826 to 824. And the registrars went 
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up by three, 2,236 up to 2,239. So, really not much change at all. 

They've been hanging in there at those numbers since basically the 

beginning, since about five months, since about February. So, really no 

change there at all, no material change for sure. Any questions or 

comments about those? Jothan, please go ahead. 

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  Making sure you can hear me here. So, what I think we're seeing is 

indicative of the pattern we will see, is that we're at the long tail on the 

straggling registrar adoption. And so, I think we are going to hit the 

same cadence of two or three handfuls at a time at this point, as we 

continue our weekly updates.  

So, Rick, I'd like to offline maybe rewrite this old business section for the 

registrar, the next piece here, so that it's a little bit more generic and 

kind of talks about what we're seeing.  

I don't know, though, that my outreach and efforts are going to bring us 

much more within the registrar realm, that we're just going to see the 

adoption levels that we are.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yeah.  

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  I did have a question on registries. I mean, we are still seeing some 

registries trickle through and launch, such as I think .gay is coming up, 

Amazon launched theirs. So, as registries appear and the numbers 
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increase, are those newly launched registries or are those existing 

operational registries that are simply bringing up their RDAP, was my 

other question. 

 

RICK WILHELM:  Thanks, Jothan. I can confidently say that I don't know and I haven't 

done any of that analysis and I'm not doing any of that analysis.  

So, I can tell you  and the group the very scientific way in which I do this. 

I bring it up into my browser, I do the search function, and I type in 

HTTP. And I see how many instances are there and that's the number 

that gets reported here. So, this isn’t an analysis of gazintas and 

gazuotas. And so, it also obviously doesn't account for if a TLD drops 

from the root, that would obviously be a reason why one would go 

away. Or if a TLD comes into the zone, like you said, would do a launch 

of a TLD. It doesn't account for that or for people bringing their RDAP up 

or turning it down or something like that.  

So, it's just a very gross measurement of the heft of the presence of 

RDAP. And it doesn't account for anything around the edges of the 

comings and goings.  

So, that's for someone who's more interested in doing detailed analysis. 

So, this is just for the group to sort of see where we're going. So, yeah, 

it's creeping up there a little bit. But I think you're right, we're sort of at 

the ebbs and flows of this. 
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JOTHAN FRAKES:  Well, I don't know how much navel gazing we need to really do on the 

data. It was just more of a personal curiosity. My hand’s still up, I’ll put 

it down.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  No worries. Yep, very good. And there probably is somebody 

somewhere that's studying this and we just don't know who it is. But it's 

certainly there.  

And yeah, and if we can, if we want to drop this one around source 

complexity, that's totally fine, Jothan. And what we can do is we can 

drop it and then when something comes up, we can certainly bring it 

back. That's no problem at all, but I can drop it from the ongoing if 

that's fine. Would you rather we do that? 

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  Could I just tune it a little bit with you?  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yeah, absolutely.  

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  We don’t need to wordsmith it on the call today, but I think if we just 

wordsmith it to identify that there are some suggestions that help work 

around any potential concerns of mixed provider or distributed use so 

that the registrars can implement it.  
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I suspect that that is part of the straggling issue that folks are having to 

write something that is the ultimate RDAP that takes inputs from 

various sources. And so, it's a little more complex for some of the 

straggling registrars.  

But that's a suspicion, not a fact data. So, I think if we have something 

there that identifies what Gavin and Justin have put forth as far as 

solutions with 302, that it might at least provide some connective tissue 

for a registrar who's coming at this late or is just getting the cycles to do 

the implementation and runs into that complexity so that it's not 

something that they're stuck by. That'll help kind of accelerate them 

through. I’ll contact you offline on that.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yep, that’s totally fine. Okay, very good.  

So, we can go ahead and move on. We'll look at our meeting planning 

just to let everybody know, we'll sort of keep on the biweekly thing.  

And I've got the links in here for the documents. I did a look at the 

documents a little bit, but I didn't see anybody making any updates to 

those. And so, as before, we're kind of really waiting for the IRT I think, 

so maybe we can get an update from the IRT. Anybody from the IRT 

care to provide an update? 

Let’s see, who’s on …  
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SARAH WYLD:  Sorry [inaudible], I wasn't listening, but I see my name in the chat. 

What's up? 

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yeah, could you provide an IRT update for us? 

 

SARAH WYLD:  Yeah, it's still going.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yep.  

 

SARAH WYLD:  We’re trying to finalize the policy so that it can go to public comment 

soon. It looks like that will probably be not in the summer, but very 

early in the fall. And other than that, I don't think it will be any really 

surprising changes. The profile that we have is already pretty aligned, so 

I think we know what's coming. And now we have a better idea of when 

it is coming, which is hopefully September. Is that helpful? 

 

RICK WILHELM:  That sounds great. So, we'll take a look at what that looks like when it 

hits public comment, and then as all the community starts to put in its 

public comment, we’ll be able to look and see here and among the 

group and decide what, if any, changes need to be made to the profile, 

and such.  
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SARAH WYLD:  Yes.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  So, that'd be great. Very good. And next, moving on to EPDP phase two. 

I commented earlier that it's my understanding that EPDP phase two is 

in a quiet week this week, and so I'm not sure if anybody from the EPDP 

wants to comment further on that. But I think that they're kind of 

getting down to the short strokes here. Is that fair? 

 

SARAH WYLD:  Yeah, that's exactly where I’d say. We're at the point of reviewing the 

final report now to figure out what we're going to vote in terms of 

consensus or otherwise. 

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yep. Very good. So, challenging times in the EPDP phase two for those 

of you who have been following that. And so, as they work to try and 

get that buttoned up, IETF Regext. Jim is here, and IETF is coming up. 

Jim, can you give us an update real quick on IETF Regext? 

 

JIM GALVIN:  Yes. Thanks, Rick. Just the usual. Please do be engaged with documents. 

The way the documents advance is, like in this group, you have to step 

up and have something to say. Otherwise, documents don't advance.  



RySG RDAP WG-Jul09              EN 

 

Page 8 of 14 

 

And there are a few RDAP related things. I want to call out searching, 

I've been mentioning that now at every opportunity a few times over. 

There really is a question of what we want to do about searching and 

what that should look like. And so, it's been kind of languishing. There is 

a document that exists in Regext, there's an expired document. And 

searching is clearly something which is going to come around as we get 

into authenticated query access because those set of parties, with 

authenticated queries, are clearly going to want to be doing some 

searching. I think the use case is readily apparent and obvious. So, this 

[is in] a really good group of people.  

And with the IETF stuff, mailing list participation is all it takes. That's the 

minimum requirement. I'll mention the IETF meeting explicitly. Regext is 

having a meeting on July 31st on Friday. Our meeting is at 11:00 UTC, it 

is a virtual meeting, the IETF 108 meeting this time. That entire week is 

just a virtual meeting. So the IETF is adopting what the others have done 

here all along.  

Although, so for this meeting, we have an hour and 20-minute timeslot, 

or 40 minutes, I forget now actually. They just kind of have one standard 

time slot for everybody getting the same thing.  

A key thing to point out to you this time around. In terms of logistics, 

please recall the IETF uses Meetecho. If you've never joined an IETF 

meeting before or, of course, if you always come and so you've never 

done it remotely, take note of Meetecho. If you go to the IETF website, 

there is a pointer that takes you off to participants opportunity, which 

will walk you through how to set up for Meetecho, it can be done 

strictly from web clients. So, you don't need any extra software.  
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And the IETF is actually going to be hosting three sessions during the 

week before the IETF for people to join. They'll just be open sessions, 

you can join and check and make sure that you've got your Meetecho 

working the way you want, and you know that it's all going to work. So, 

it's a good test for you to make sure that you've got all that under 

control.  

And then the last little tidbit is, normally, the IETF meeting does not 

charge. Historically, they've never charged for remote participation. But 

since they are remote only, there is actually a fee. It's not the same as 

the full meeting fee. It's only about one third of that right now. There 

was actually a discounted fee, which expired a couple of weeks ago. But 

there's  still a medium price fee, which will expire in another week or so. 

And then you'll have to pay a full price. But there is a bit of a fee in 

order to get registration details and be able to sign in and join the 

meeting. And that's a change from ordinary IETF process. So, just 

wanted to call that out to folks so that you know to go take care of that.  

And I think that's it unless anybody has any questions. Thanks, Rick. 

 

RICK WILHELM:  Thank you very much, Jim. Very good summary very complete. And 

yeah, if you need information on the times and such, please reach out. 

And the meeting is from 11:00 UTC to 12:40 UTC. So, 7:00 AM Eastern 

to 8:40 AM Eastern. It's 100-minute slot, I think I got that right. At least 

that’s how I have it put down in my calendar here. So, it tends to look 

very strange on your calendar because it's not an even 90-minute slot, 

but that's how they're running those. So yeah, please everybody 
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participate. Does anybody have any questions or comments about IETF 

Regext? Very good.  

Seeing none, an update on the RA and RAA amendment. Right now, 

ICANN and the Contracted Party House are trading documents. And 

right now, today, if my math serves me correctly, is the 9th, and I think 

that we are set for a meeting on the 14th, which is the next meeting 

that's scheduled right now. The Contracted Party House is looking for 

some feedback from ICANN on a document that the Contracted Party 

House has sent over. And so, then the next meeting is booked for the 

14th.  

So not much has happened. Basically, things were kind of put on pause 

during the time period when the ICANN meeting was going on during 

the last part of June. So, we're getting back to that. Any questions or 

comments on that one?  

Very good. Seeing none, pinging over to Karla. She just pasted some 

stuff in chat: “Good news, work to include the base RDAP URL validation 

[and NSp] has been added to the roadmap. Handclaps all around. Not so 

good news, we don't have an exact date for when it will be 

implemented. Likely the end of this calendar year.”  

Well, so I guess that's progress. And so, we're at least on the roadmap, 

so that's good. I know that the NSp team is busy because I know that 

there's some various issues that they're working to work on, fixing bugs 

and things like that. So obviously, adding new functionalities is going to 

be a challenge. So, we'll sort of pencil in Q4 on that one, and then no 
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updates on the open compliance question. Thank you, Karla. for that 

update.  

Anyone have any questions for Karla on that one? Seeing none, we are 

rocketing along as though Roger were in charge. Any other business? 

AOB? Anybody have other topics that they'd like to bring up? Jothan, 

hand up. Please go ahead. 

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  You know me, I'm always good for one more.  

So, before we release, folks back to the wild, one comment that I have 

gotten from someone outside of the space was that the RDAP data for 

both the registries and the registrars provides a very helpful tool for 

business intelligence for aggregating service providers or identifying 

who's operating what backends, both for registries and registrars.  

And I'm not entirely sure the value of that observation other than to say 

I do see that some of the registries and registrars have implemented 

theirs in a way that makes that a bit more opaque and some that have 

done it in a way that makes it more transparent. As long as they are 

functional, it doesn't necessarily matter how that's been implemented. 

But it does seem to reveal, for example, where you might find multiple 

registrar accreditations operating on a common back end, or you might 

see multiple gTLDs operating on a common RSP backend, was the 

observation that was presented to me.  



RySG RDAP WG-Jul09              EN 

 

Page 12 of 14 

 

So, it's something for us to be aware of as an industry that there is some 

competitive intelligence that's revealed in the format and structure of 

how we make these URLs available. Purely an observation.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Thanks, Jothan. Anybody have any comments they’d like to chime in on 

that one? Seeing none.  

I mean, I'll just offer, yeah. I mean, just like if people would look at IP 

address blocks or other things, right? So, people can tell a lot when you 

put something out on the network, then you kind of reveal something 

about it. But that information is also likely available in a lot of other 

places, too. And RDAP is just another service, right? You probably would 

have been able to do the same thing from WHOIS too if you were doing 

that similar sort of poking.  

It might just be they're noticing this because RDAP is new, but I don't 

really think that it's that. My bet is that the folks within earshot are like 

yeah, that's probably been the case for a lot of other things, too.  

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  It’s purely an observation, like water is wet. I’m sure it’s very obvious, 

but there's a lot of attention coming to our industry from outside and 

that data is helpful.  

So, for folks who may not want it to be obvious, they may want to look 

at what they have, and perhaps revise it. Or for those who want to be 

more transparent, they may want to look at it and perhaps revise it. 
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RICK WILHELM:  Very good. Yeah.  

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  Thank you for the moment in the AOB.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Yep, good stuff. Very fair, good points. 

 

JIM GALVIN:  How very politic of you, Jothan. I'm sorry, I just had to say that out loud. 

 

JOTHAN FRAKES:  Well, I think this is being recorded, so I'm trying to choose my words. 

 

JIM GALVIN:  Yep, all good.  

 

RICK WILHELM:  Very good. All right, good stuff. Anybody have any other business? Very 

good. Seeing none, let me look at my calendar. I think we're on the diary 

for July 23rd. And I'm going to do some forecasting and predict that it 

will be hot on July 23rd, at least where I am. So, hopefully I predict that 

we will all get back together on July 23rd, along with Sue with her 

hopefully well-functioning computer. And, if not, I'm sure that Terri will 

be able to help out. 
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Sue, you can go ahead and take us out. 

 

SUE SCHULER:  Thanks. That's our resident weatherman, Rick. Terri, you can end the 

recording. Bye all.  

 

TERRI AGNEW:  Thank you everyone.  

 

 

 

 

[END OF TRANSCRIPTION] 


